
In Baseball Saved Us, Shorty and his family,
along with thousands of Japanese Americans,
are sent to an internment camp after the
attack on Pearl Harbor. Fighting the heat and
dust of the desert, Shorty and his father
decide to build a baseball diamond and form
a league in order to boost the spirits of the
internees. Shorty quickly learns that he is
playing not only to win, but also to gain
dignity and self-respect. Find out what
happens to Shorty and his team, and what
life is like for Shorty after the war is over.

Read BASEBALL SAVED US

Life in a WWII Japanese Internment Camp :

Read the Book
Find Out What Happened to Shorty and His Team

Baseball Saved Us. Text copyright 1993 by Ken
Mochizuki. Illustration copyright by Dom Lee. All
rights reserved. Used by Permission from Lee &
Low Books.

Visit the National Museum of American
History’s exhibition, A More Perfect Union:
Japanese Americans and the U.S.
Constitution, on the third floor of the
Museum and discover actual objects that
children and adults used in the internment
camps. You can also visit the exhibition
online at:
http://americanhistory.si.edu/perfectunion

Explore the Objects

This wallet with I.D. card belonged to Takenori
Tsuchiya. Family number 21419. Courtesy of Mrs.
Takako Tsuchiya Endo, Mrs. Tama Tsuchiya
Koda, Mrs. Keyko Tsuchiya Hall, and Ms.
Takenori Tsuchiya.
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“Our Guard in the Watchtower Became a Spring
Baseball Fan at Santa Fe.” Watercolor by Kango
Takamura. Courtesy of Cornell University Press.


