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    This exhibition marked the fiftieth anniversary of the announcement that Dr. Jonas Salk had developed a vaccine to prevent polio, the most notorious disease of the 20th century until AIDS appeared. Stories cover the polio epidemic in the United States, the vaccine development, current world efforts to stop polio transmission, and of survivors and the influences they have had on American society. The exhibition also explored some of the changes in American medicine in the 20th century and the impact a disease can have on society as a whole. Artifacts included a pair of Franklin D. Roosevelt's leg braces, a syringe and vaccine used by Dr. Jonas Salk during the 1954 polio clinical trials, and an iron lung. 


The exhibition website (coming soon) features information and objects from the exhibition, plus extra educational resources.
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                  Hours & Admission


Open every day, except December 25, from 10:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.


Admission is free and no tickets are required.

                

                                            
                  Location & Contact


1300 Constitution Ave NW,

Washington, DC 20560


Contact Information

                

                          

          

        

      

      
                  
            Our mission is to empower people to create a just and compassionate future by exploring, preserving, and sharing the complexity of our past.
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